
The heart of any school is the curriculum, “a total 
environment that is created by the interaction of all the elements 
that support learning” (Johnson 332).  At Wai’anae High School 
the core ideas that make up our environment is “College or 
Career Ready”.  There is a large contingency of the school that is 
dedicated towards helping students learn skill sets that are easily 

transferable to the workplace.  Through a blending of various standards i.e. Common 
Core, HCPSIII and an emphasis on CTE standards the school can help every level of 
learner achieve their desired academic outcome.  There is also strong evidence of General 
Learner Outcomes or GLO’s implemented school wide.  These outcomes were adopted to 
help teachers measure when students develop skills that were considered “intangible”.  
Every classroom has a set of the GLO’s displayed on their wall.  Slowly the school has 
been implementing Standards & Project based lesson planning.  These types of academic 
benchmarks have been deemed best suited for the Wai’anae student body because of the 
focus on simple core academic, employable and job specific skills.

The informal curriculum at 
Wai’anae High school could be 
categorized as culturally based 
education.  Due to the high density 
of the Hawaiian population in the 
community there is a strong 
influence of Hawaiian values evident 
across the campus.  Large Hawaiian 
words like “Lokahi” and “Malama” 
are painted onto walls.  Also the 
Hawaiian Studies and Agriculture 
classes have the most students in 
attendance.  This informal value 
system contributes to the over 
arching school value system as mirrored in the schools mission statement.  At a student 
level there is a strong sense of family and social hierarchy as it relates to the Hawaiian 
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Culture.  Students are view each other through cultural stereotypes however maintain a 
larger sense of “togetherness” when interacting with those from outside the school circle 
at places like a football game or other competitions.  This is referred to as “community 
influences on curriculum” (Johnson 334).

The goal for any 
curriculum is to support 
learning through 
meaningful, deliberate 
teaching.  However 
through the process of 

creating formal and informal there is an inevitable byproduct - hidden curriculum, “A 
very critical and significant component of teaching and schools” (Johnson 339).  An 
example of hidden curriculum could be a teacher who punishes students without proper 
warning or provocation causing the students to become disengaged and therefore is 
labeled as a failure.  These types of instances happen often at Wai’anae High School.  
Many students work from a defensive point of view when confronted with authority.  
They are quick to lose their temper and subject themselves to unneeded stress.  A more 
positive example comes from the schools College/Career Counselors who are often seen 
as very helpful and understanding despite the overwhelming number of students who 
approach them and their understaffed department.  Ultimately Wai’anae high school’s 
hidden curriculum often comes at the cost of student morale.  The academic failings have 
led the school to enforce more time preparing and taking tests.  Which has led to less time 
for school events.  Thus lowering the capacity for student engagement in the “more fun” 
activities around campus.



CURRICULUM MAP WHS
Searider Productions Core 10th grade

Date Topic Benchmark Activity

July 29 First Day Of School • Introductions
• Pre Test

July 30 – 31 Class Procedure/Course 
Guidelines

• Check In/Out 
equipment

• Staff ID’s
• Subscribe to Online 

Class grade book

August 2nd – 
August 7th

Leadership
Learn common leadership 
techniques and guidelines 
that help include all group 
members and balance 
workloads when completing 
project.

COMMON CORE 
STANDARD
CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and 
participate effectively in 
a range of conversations 
and collaborations with 
diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their 
own clearly and 
persuasively.

Creative Brief
Group Dynamics

August 10th – 15th Basic Storytelling
To learn the basic building 
blocks of a story and an 
ability to recognize what 
type of information is 
available.

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.SL.4
Present information, 
findings, and supporting 
evidence such that 
listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the 
organization, 
development, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and 
audience.

Story Ideas
Elevator Pitch

August 17th – 
October 2nd

Technique and Design
Learn simple design 
techniques and aesthetics 
for print and photos.

COMMON CORE 
STANDARD
CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.SL.5 
Make strategic use of 
digital media and visual 
displays of data to 
express information and 
enhance understanding 
of presentations.

Magazine Cover
Basic Shots
Photo Composition
Photo Essays
Layout Design
Video Production
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October 12th – 16th Creative Writing
Students will learn to proper 
caption writing and why 
captions are important.

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.W.
2 Write informative/
explanatory texts to 
examine and convey 
complex ideas and 
information clearly and 
accurately through the 
effective selection, 
organization, and 
analysis of content.

Caption Writing
Headline Writing
Lead Writing

October 19th – 
23rd

Interviewing
Learn how to ask effective 
questions and attribute 
them correctly.

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.SL.
2 Integrate and evaluate 
information presented in 
diverse media and 
formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.

Interview Techniques
Interview Compositions 
and audio

October 26th – 
November 25th

Newswriting
Students will learn to 
recognize, analyze and 
communicate important 
information.  Then apply 
their findings to create 
targeted news stories.

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.W.
4 Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

Write Tools
Sandwich Story
Inverted Pyramid
News Worthiness
Media Literacy

November 30th – 
December 11th

Summative Project Speak Out Media Kit

December 14th – 
15th

Final Presentations CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.SL.6 
Adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts and 
communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command 
of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate.

Group Presentation

December 16th – 
17th

Summative Assessments Post test



Standards Based Lesson Plan 
Wai’anae High School | Searider Productions Core 

Content Area: Arts and Communications Care  
Unit or Topic: News writing 
Grade Level: 10th grade  

Standard 

Benchmark 
Students will learn different writing styles for different media 
platforms. 

Rationale 
I chose this standard and benchmark because students must learn 
how to write in a multitude of media platforms and still maintain the 
ability to present “information, findings and support evidence” 
regardless of the media the choose.  By teaching them how to 
create a “line of reasoning and organization that are appropriate to 
task, purpose and audience” students can successfully convey 
messages across multiple platforms. 

Assessment 
The students will be assessed for the benchmark using a showcase 
portfolio. A showcase portfolio is used for a summative evaluation 
that demonstrates students’ mastery of the benchmark through 
different writing. It includes students’ best work, which can be 
selected by both the student and the teacher.  

Portfolio Sample Assignment #1: Choose a piece of writing that best 
demonstrates your ability to state your opinion and support that 
opinion with supporting facts.  

The work can be assessed by referring to the rubric below. 

Common Core

English Language 
Arts Standards

Anchor Standards College and Career 
Readiness Anchor 
Standards for 
Speaking and 
Listening

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.SL.
4 Present information, 
findings, and 
supporting evidence 
such that listeners can 
follow the line of 
reasoning and the 
organization, 
development, and 
style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and 
audience.



Guiding the learning 
Lesson Title: Inverted Pyramid or Rollercoaster 

Grade Level/Subject: 10h grade Core 

Length of Lesson: 70 minutes 

Materials/Preparation: iPads, Prearranged Heterogeneous Groups, 
News/Narrative clips using same topic 
 
Warm-up Activity (20 minutes)  
 1.Teacher begins class by asking students go to kahoot.it and enter 
game pin. Students should be sitting in pre-arranged heterogeneous 
groups of four that the teacher has arranged previously.  

 2.Teacher guide students in a game of Kahoot to engage students 
in a pre assessment of subject knowledge, background information and 
core concepts. 

 3.After completing the Kahoot the teacher will award the winners of 
the Kahoot and engage the class in a review discussion. 

 4.The teacher will then ask the students to share their thoughts on 
different story types and how the writers approach the subjects. 
  

Showcase Writing Rubric

CRITERIA ADVANCED(A) PROFICIENT(C) NEEDS WORK(F)

Lead

Establishes an angle that is 
maintained throughout the 
story; hooks the reader; Used 
a clear style.

Lead was present but 
hook was weak.

No lead, no style, no 
hook. 

Core/Nutgraph
Contains all necessary 
elements of 5W’s & H.  
Summarizes issue clearly.

Contains all necessary 
elements of 5W’s & H.

Missing one or more Core 
elements.  Non existent.

Organization/

Style

Uses correct writing style; 
each paragraph deals with one 
topic of story; article contains 
word plays/transitions, as well 
as flawless mechanics

Not organized but 
completely in correct 
style; demonstrates some 
weaknesses in language 
style or in mechanics, 
affecting readability of 
article

Not organized, no style is 
evident.  Language, 
mechanics affect 
readability of article.

Primary 

Sources

Has accurate and relevant 
information; and shows 
thought, effort, and creativity 
Was engaging and dynamic.

Has accurate and 
relevant information.  
Was appropriate source 
of information.

Source was not relevant 
to story and/or gave 
inaccurate information.

http://kahoot.it


Introduction of Writing Activity Assignment (40 minutes)  
 1.Teacher begins 10 min presentation of differences between News 
Stories and Narrative Stories.  Points out key elements needed for students 
to help identify different story types. Do this for about 10 minutes.  

 2.The teacher asks the one half of the students to write a simple 100 
word news story based on the facts shown in the presentation.  Then the 
teacher instructs the other half to use the same information but instead 
write in a narrative style.  This should be timed for 20 minutes. 

 3.During the writing period the teacher should walk about the room 
answering questions and guiding writing by reminding student of simple 
writing cues covered in the Kahoot and the presentation.  

 4.When the students are complete the teacher will ask them to turn 
to their group and share their stories.  Have the other group members note 
key words and phrases used. (5 minutes) 

 5.The teacher will then ask for the attention of the class through a 
news and narrative clip of the story produced by professionals. 

Homework and Wrap-up (10 minutes)  
 1.Teacher informs students their homework for the evening is to find 
a news story online and summarize it in their own words.  Take note of 
where online it is and share the clip in class tomorrow.  

 2.Teacher asks student to participate in a final Kahoot that 
summarizes the lessons learned today. (5min) 

 3.Before the bell rings the teacher then reminds students to gently 
push their chairs under their desks and go to their next class.  

Subsequent Lessons to Complete Writing 
Activity for Portfolio  

Lesson #2 
Caption Writing - Student breakdown elements needed to write 
clear concise captions.  Write captions for fun photos. 

Lesson #3 
Headline Writing - Students breakdown elements of an effective 
headline.  Students write their own Newspaper Headline. 

Lesson #4 
Writing for Social Media - Students breakdown the elements of an 
effective social media post.  Write their own tweet. 

Lesson#5 



Screen writing - Student breakdown the elements of an effective 
narrative screenplay.  Write their own screenplay for later use. 

Accommodations of Lesson Instruction for Diverse 
Learners:  

Learning Styles 

To accommodate students of different learning styles, my lesson 
includes visual, auditory, and kinesthetic opportunities for students.  
• Visual: Students will be presented with appropriate high 

production presentation and various video clips.  

• Auditory: Students are placed into groups to brainstorm ideas, 
teacher lectures periodically, students share opinions in various 
formats.  

• Kinesthetic: Actual photos, newspapers, simple acting and 
Kahoot help students who learn by touching.  

Different Cultures  

To accommodate students of different cultures, my lesson includes 
opportunities for students to choose what they find most meaningful 
for them:  
• Local Culture: brainstorm and debate about stories that are 

relevant to their community  

• Own Culture: students able to choose the “Best of...” that they 
find most meaningful for them.  

Special Education (SPED)  

To accommodate SPED students, my lesson includes opportunities 
for students to work at level of ability and to work with more students 
and the teacher to provide assistance.  
• SPED students may choose their own topic and reasons to back 

up topic that fits their ability level.  

• Heterogeneous grouping: students are placed in groups with 
students of varying abilities to encourage cooperation and 
assistance  
among group members.  

• Teacher joins groups to assist students and demonstrates step-by-
step how to develop supporting arguments.  



English Language Learners (ELL)  

To accommodate ELL students, my lesson includes opportunities for 
ELL students to work at level of ELL ability and to work in small groups 
and with the teacher to practice provide speaking English.  

• ELL students may choose their own topic and reasons to back up 
topic that fits their ability level for speaking English.  

• Heterogeneous grouping: students are placed in small groups 
with students to make speaking English less intimidating and to  
provide more opportunities to speak.  

• Teacher joins groups to assist ELL students and demonstrates step-
by-step with visuals how to develop supporting arguments.  


